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Dear Sir: 

Preliminary to the examination of the above-identified application, Applicants wish 
to bring to the attention of the Examiner the references identified in the following list and on 
the attached form PTO-1449. These references were previously cited in the related 
applications, Appln. No. 08/533,942 now U.S. Patent No. 5,863 ? 904 ; issued 
January 26, 1999, Appl. No. 09/031,572, now U.S. Patent No. 6,057,300, issued 
May 2, 2000, and Appln. No. 09/426,325 of which this application is a continuation. Thus, 
we are not enclosing copies of these references. However, if the Examiner should require 
copies, Applicants ask that the Examiner contact the undersigned attorney to request them. 
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It is believed that none of the references, alone or in combination, disclose or 
suggest the invention claimed. It is Applicants desire, however, to have these references 
available in the record for both the Examiner and the public to see. Applicants, therefore, 
request that the Examiner review the entire disclosure of the above discussed references 
and other information and make the above-described references and other information of 
record. Because this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to 
issuance of the first Office Action, Applicants believe no fees are required. However, if 
the Commissioner deems otherwise, the Commissioner is authorized to debit any fees 
from our Deposit Account No. 23-1925. 

An action on the merits is requested. 
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